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Cyber-Violence: A New Kind of Gender Based Violence
against Women

Mahera Imam

Violence against women is constantly changing especially
with the emergence of information and communication
technologies. New forms of gender-based violence have
emerged with the help of technological advancement. This
can be identified as cyber violence against women, queer and
trans* persons, which is spreading rapidly and posing a
significant risk. Mobile usage and internet access has
broadened the scope of cyber violence. Now violence takes
place anywhere, anytime, with no clue about who the
perpetrator is. Cyberspace has become the most common
public space today to victimize women. It provides the
biggest public platform to harass and intimidate women. It is
also the biggest threat because of the wide audience of the
cyberworld. As technology journalist Amanda Hess has said
“Until domestic violence became a national policy priority,
abuse was dismissed as a love, quarrel. Today's harmless
jokes and undue burdens are Tomorrow's Civil Rights
Agenda”.

While there are no formally recognized definitions, but
some efforts have been made to define issues of online abuse
or cyber violence against women. Research by Association for
Progressive Communication defines technology-related
violence as encompassing acts of gender based violence that
are committed, abetted, or aggravated in part or fully using
information and communication technologies such as
phones, internet, social media platforms and email. Halder
and Jaishankar in their book "“Cyber Crime and the
Victimization of Women, Laws, Rights and Regulations”
define three separate periods in cyber-era depending upon
the usage of cyber-communications. First is Email period,
starting from 1990s when email was the only form of digital
communications. The second is the chat room period, which
began in late 1990s and early 2000. After digital
communication saw a boom through the email period, came
the public and private chat room period, where people could
exchange their personal information, see their pictures and
chat instantly. The third period starts with cyber-social
networking, it began in early 2000. Internet users and
numerous social networking sites were born in the US in
2000-2001. This period also saw a boom in social interactions
through blogs, adult dating sites, online bulletin boards.
Following are some forms of cyber-violence used against
women, trans* and queer people.

® Trolling is the deliberate act of making random unsolicited
or controversial comments on digital social networks.

® Cyber-stalking is the use of the Internet or other
electronic means to stalk or harass an individual.

® Cyber-Harassment is an Inappropriate or offensive
advances on social networking websites or internet chat
rooms.

® Body shaming is the act of deriding or mocking a person's
physical appearance.

® Morphing: Changing an image smoothly into another
image using computer animation.

® Cyber defamation refers slander that is expressed online,
typically via a publicly accessible website.

® Clone-ID is used to try and send each request from that
same user to the same server to harass an individual.

® Hacking refers to activities that seek to compromise
digital devices, such as computers, smart-phones, tablets,
and even entire networks.

® Revenge porn is the distribution of sexually explicit
images or videos of individuals without their consent.

Cyber-violence against women in India is growing very
rapidly and has become a human rights concern.The United
Nations Human Rights Commission declared the right to
internet usage as a human right 2016. The data on
cyberviolence against women is scarce, as according to
researchers, women who are victims of cyber violence very
rarely report.

To understand and tackle the phenomenon of gender-
based cyber violence we must acknowledge that whether
offline or online, violence against women and girls, queer and
trans* persons has become so rampant because information
and communication technologies are designed, controlled
and used mostly by men, many of whom inculcate patriarchal
values. If technology remains controlled and operated by
men in big companies, bureaucracies, it will be difficult to
challenge gender-based violence in digital media. Violence
and discrimination in cyber world often led to psychological
instability, trauma and may also lead to physical and financial
violence in course of time. Also, it does not happen
independent of the offline reality. In many cases,
perpetrators of online violence are the same as offline: they
are partners, ex-partners, relatives, classmates, or work
colleagues. Crimes committed online follow or precede those
committed offline. The consequences for the victims of cyber
violence are far-reaching and are experienced in all areas of
life, including, but not limited to, mental and psychological
harm, damage to career development, withdrawal from
public debate, and invasion of privacy.

Many traditional community structures still think that
women should be kept away from technology because it is not
good for them. Gender violence in online medium fuels such
patriarchal thoughts. Instead of restraining women to access
and use social media, internet, one has to raise voice against
cyber violence. To be disconnected from the technology in the
21st century, is like having your freedom disrupted, right to
work, meet people, learn, socialize, be curtailed.

By not recognizing cyber-violence as serious violence, we
will be putting society and future generations at risk. In a
world where young people should not be expected to
disengage, this violence is restricting their freedom of
movement, right to express and choose. With cases like the
'Bulli Bai App' coming into the picture, it's high time that we
take cyber-violence seriously. This makes women more
vulnerable to violence and harassment. 'Bulli Bai' and 'Sulli
deals' specifically targets Muslim women, once again showing
how minority and vulnerable communities are becoming
victims of hate and violence not only in the physical world, but
very much in the digital world. Gender based violence shows
how slowly we are constantly living in an atmosphere of hate
and violence that is very much masculine, patriarchal, and
majoritarian.

This atmosphere of violence and hate is restricting the
freedom of movement, right to express, choose, debate in
the online public space, a right one must constantly fight for
and claimin today's world.

B  Mahera Imam is research scholar
interested in Gender Technology
and Violence, pursuing MPhil in
Gender Studies.
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Queer Collectives and
Lockdown Campus

Gourab

Unplanned and prolonged lockdowns have impacted our
lives and as well as the university campuses. For the past
two vyears, student unions and organisations have
continuously been asking the university administrations
and the union government to come up with a solid plan of
action to reopen campuses. Besides the digital divide and
lack of access to basic education infrastructure, what has
drawn our attention is the non-functioning or shutting down
of many societies, clubs and collectives that had been
working for marginalized groups on campuses.

I was a left-queer activist for several years on the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) campus, which has
fought many battles to shape a few queer collectives over
the years. Campus queer collectives ensure safe spaces on
campus. However, there is always an effort to invisibilize
such collectives. Such collectives also get diluted over time
because of the lack of organised support from the
university fraternity. Anjuman was IJINU's first queer
collective which left its mark on the collective cultural
memory of IJNU, but died out by 2005 because of no
support.

The second queer collective that we founded at INU was
Dhanak. It was created to bring people together, to
understand the issues related to gender, sexuality, caste
and class. In JNU, during my active years as a left-queer
activist, I always worked towards creating a safe space not
only for queer students but also for teaching and non-
teaching staff and on-campus residential people. I received
huge support from both the teaching and non-teaching
staff as well as from the local shopkeepers. One such
moment was “Rainbow Walk: Queering the Campus”, when
we decided to paint the JNU campus in colours to give a
strong message to right-wing hooliganism on campus. Our
creative protest and resistance received mammoth support
from all sections of the campus. We tried to make Dhanak
the official queer collective of JNU, but we found ourselves
splintering due to ideological issues, sometimes due to lack
of support, and mostly, due to apathy from the university to
acknowledge a campus queer collective and its members.
From the remains of Dhanak, Hasratein was born with a
batch of fresh people and with new enthusiasm. Thus, JNU
received its third queer collective. We reclaimed our own
space on campus, again.

Thinking about these histories now, I wonder what has
happened to our queer friends during the lockdowns across
the country over the last two years. The university campus
has been an alternative home to many of us who cannot go
back to 'family'. Our teachers, shop-bhaiyas, friends- they
slowly become our family and we call the campus our
home. With the lockdowns, our home is shut, our family is
broken and we are also deprived of basic facilities to access
education. How do we survive? Are we in touch with our
queer folx? Are we building a network through which we can
supply medicines, books, money, food, shelter to our queer
folx? There are many questions and many uncertainties.

The Union government has been blind to the queer
community during successive lockdowns. No systematic
relief plan was announced for queer people. The university
administrations have been silent on this issue as they often
remain silent on the issues of gender and sexual
harassment. We cannot ignore the fact that there has been
an increase in domestic violence and I wonder what
violence and discriminations our queer folx might be facing
at home. Is there any documentation of it?

Campus Queer collectives also ensure safe and
continuous support to queer folx around the campus
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neighbourhood through conversations on safe sex, sexual
harassment and rights. With the prolonged lockdown and
erratic scholarship funds, many queer folx had to leave
their rented places around JNU for example, and were
forced to leave for their natal family homes. Are we in a
position to offer them mental support and find out about
their well-being as well? The answer is no, perhaps. With
the right-wing government at the centre, we are not only
helpless but also in a whirlpool of chaos and uncertainties.

It is high time for campuses like JNU to reopen and for
queer folx to gather and take collective action. We cannot
afford to lose time and what we should do first is to
pressurise the administration to recognise campus queer
collectives and ensure that all these issues are addressed
by the stakeholders. If this situation continues for long, we
may see many queer students as drop-outs or choosing a
different path for survival. Universities are created to build
our future and not to break it. It is also our collective
responsibility to ensure that we mobilize ourselves and
start working towards strengthening our queer collectives
to ensure a safe and better campus for all.

B Gourab is an educator, and a left-queer activist
in JNU. He is working on his doctoral thesis at
the School of Arts & Aesthetics.
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Once I used to sleep on those bosoms
Today I can't even get a warm embrace
Distance or differences, why my love is

the same?
You ask me to move on
But how can I ever break -
Our love that has risen me
Our love made us feel heavenly
Our love sparked from hearts beating

I am not furious
I am only curious
To know what is holding you back
To know how you stay away
Sometimes hush, sometimes rush
I just hear my heart now
Your heart beats in my memories
Or in dreams when I sleep

Cry out my name once more
And I will be there at your door
Babe, all my heart can't be yours
Yet all my love for you is our cure
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She visited me in my dream
She pushed herself to the wall
Asking me to kiss her
In front of all
I didn't hesitate a bit
All I want is to feel her lips
After months of starvation
I wonder how it feels
But, only in my dreams

Sealing our lips, I feel her again
"Do you remember our wild nights?"
With her I could have lived long
But alas! Our song was long gone
I feel the tranquil trance in her soul
Like we feel when the Ocean roars
That calls me to surrender to dark
Where faeries come to talk from afar
She is hard to get but still she visits
Only in my dreams
In my dreams we see each other
In my dreams our bodies wrap
In my dreams there is only us
Only in my dreams
We still exist
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If I knew that we'd get only a month
Before the pandemic parted us
I would've spent most of my time
With you

I feel like floating when I sing with you
Each note, each chord, with each strum
I weave the magical symphony
With you

All those memories of us jamming
The deep talks, admiring Lunacy
I'd give everything and anything

To go back to that terrace
With you

I see myself in my dreams singing
Or under the Selena stargazing
Or beside the Sea walking
Or in the woods dancing
With you
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You know what
I feel the stars
When you smile

Archa

You know what
I feel obsessed
With you girl

Knowing am falling in the trap
I am crushed as always
Damn, this love heals yet hurts
But I want you now babe

You bite your lips
Hearing my name

No you can't hide
There's no disguise
Only if you express
With an art or a kiss

Knowing am falling in the trap
I'm too smitten as always
Dampn, this love heals yet harms
But I want you now babe

Your voice still in memory
Wanders around my ears
In your mind or within skin
Will I ever be there in years?
My lonely nights in thoughts
And hard to hold warm tears
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I woke up in the middle
The night was too lonely
A restless deep desire
To continue our talks
You're in my thoughts right now

I wanna hold your hand

Walk across a boulevard

Talking, singing, smiling

I wonder what you think
You're in my thoughts right now

I can't wait to sneak
Passionate kisses with you
Under the lovely moonlight

I think we'd look great
You're in my thoughts right now

Two women wrapped
Just us and no one
For the moment
We'd be ours

What is love?
If it's not freedom?
"Do what your heart says
Flow the way life goes"

Am Iin love
Or am [ just a poet?

Musings of a Sapphic Heart

Falling
Rising
Flying
Shattering
Cringing
Overcoming
I think I'm both
With a crazy big heart

And you, the charismatic you

‘Spin me round

Like a record’ babe

My mind repeating
Thoughts of you
My heart beating

The rhythm of love
As I think of you

Yes, you're in my thoughts right now
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When there will be
No one else to pamper
When there will be
No one following you
When there will be
No one checking on you
When there will be
No one creating for you
You might miss me
My Love

When the night is long
You might hear my song
And the flashbacks
Would surround you
Thinking about us
The time we once got
Won't be there anymore
My Love

I'm struggling
To see you
I'm reckless
Unlike you
Already in love
With you
My Love

There's a dreamland
Or parallel universe
Where we are together
Where we are lovers
But here we're distant
Maybe you need space
He's still in your head
Or maybe love is tough
As I was born to fly
My Love

Complications never leave
Perhaps that pain is poetry
As I scribble my emotions
Brewing some love potion
Falling for women
Over and over
Again

But I
Don't want your love
Via creations or craft
If it's destined
Love will find
Its way
Until then
I will wait
There's no rush
There's no must
I'll rather just
Go with the flow
My Love

B Archa (9351) is a queer multi-talented
artist, activist, and academic. She's

also a member of Sappho for
Equality.



The Neighbor
(Berlin Romance Series)

Aulic

Episode 1. Unexpected Encounters

The doorbell was ringing vigorously. Amina had just seated
herself in a cosy sofa with an autumn blanket around her,
settling to relax after a stressy workday. Now she was totally
annoyed at whoever had dared to ring at this hour without
prior notice.

"Oh give me a break! Who is in such a hurry? It is 9 in the
evening and not the time for the mail to arrive. I am not
expecting anyone." Amina thought and refused to budge at
first.

But the doorbell kept ringing. Amina got up and first took a
look through the peephole. Nobody at the apartment door.
This means somebody is ringing the main door of the
building.

"Hello! Who is there?" Amina asked.

A masculine grumpy voice said, "I left something inside the
building. Open the door!"

"Who is there?" Amina asked again.

The man got grumpier and suddenly started to shout at her:
"Just open the door, bitch!"

"What the fuck!" Amina swore profusely and was about to
shout back but stopped herself at the last moment.

"Who is that! Must be a fucked up macho!" She thought and
went back to her cozy sofa.

Amina had been working from home and didn't step out of the
apartment all day. She had not seen a human face today. The
first direct interaction with a fellow human did not go very
well.

Amina lived in Kreuzberg Berlin, in a neighborhood that many
regular white Wessies (West Germans), Ossies (East
Germans), and upper class migrants probably don't like. The
neighborhood of Kotti (shortened version of Kottbusser Tor) is
notorious for petty crimes, thriving drug scene, and street
fights.

Amina loved her neighborhood and hated it at the same time.
It is the only place in the city where she truly felt home.
Walking on the streets, she fantasized about being in
Istanbul, Cairo, Dhaka, Kolkata or Lahore.

Kotti was also famous for its thriving LGBTQI scene. The
historical club SO36 was not very far from where Amina lived.
She was planning to go out tonight and go dancing, and
maybe finally meet the woman of her dreams?

Her heart leaped up with anticipation that something could
happen. She was trying to get rid of the bad taste that the
macho shouting had left in her ears. Amina took the decision
to go out and was about to put her jacket on, when she heard
the doorbell ringing again.

"Hello! Who is there?" Amina asked.

"Open the door, bitch!" The same grumpy macho voice.

"Fuck you asshole! I will never open the door!" Amina shouted
at the top of her voice.

She was panting from the exertion and sat down to gulp a
glass of water to calm down. The asshole must be still at the
door.

"I can't go down right now. Who knows who that is." Amina
tried to stay cool and rational, but her heart was racing with
fear.

She had been attacked before, right in front of the main door
of her building, as she was fumbling in her backpack to find
the house keys. A drunk man pushed her from behind and she
fell on the pavement.

And then...

"Fuck! T don't want to think about all that. Stop! Breathe!
Concentrate!" Amina started counting one two three...

Suddenly the doorbell ring again. First a gentle knock at the
door. Amina felt like blood rushing to her head. What if the
man had come up and would break the door open? What
should she do?

Amina went to the kitchen and grabbed the biggest and
sharpest knife she had. She should have thought about
looking through the peephole first before opening the door.
But she already knew that man who had called her a bitch and
pushed her on the pavement was now trying to break the door
open. And then...

The gentle knock on the door started to grow stronger. Knock
Knock Knock. Bling Bling Bling.

Amina opened the door with a swing and was about to
threaten the perpetrator, when she suddenly saw a woman
who was anything but a grumpy, gerrulous, macho man.

The light in the hallway was shining at the back of the woman.
So Amina could not really make out how she looked. But she
was carrying the most beautiful black kitten Amina had ever
seen. The kitten was staring at Amina with her brown, curious
eyes.

"Are you okay? I heard that someone was shouting. Is
everything alright?"

A kind, velvety voice came out of the woman who was holding
the black kitten with brown eyes.

Amina was trying to hide the knife behind her back. It took
her a couple of seconds to catch her breath and gather
herself.

"Yes, yes. I am alright. Someone was ringing the doorbell and
shouting at me. This man..." Amina mumbled.

"Ahh!" The woman gave out a sigh and said, "I know. He did
the same to me."

Seeing Amina's puzzled face, the woman added,

"I am so sorry. I didn't introduce myself. I am Sarah, Sarah
Calkins, your new neighbor? And you are... Ahmed? I can
only see your last name Sorry!" She sounded a bit unsure.

"Amina. Amina Ahmed." Amina said, and added, "Thank you
for checking in. That's very kind of you. In this huge
apartment building nobody comes to check in with nobody.
You are the first neighbor who knocked at my door."

"Oh really? That's not so neighborly, I must say. I am your
first then?" Sarah chuckled.

"Is she teasing me, really?" Amina thought to herself and
tried to take a closer look at Sarah's face. But the backlight,
damn!

Sarah was hesitating: "I am glad you are alright. I shouldn't
bother you."

Amina responded eagerly, realizing that she was not so
neighborly herself: "Sorry, would you like to come in, have
some tea, coffee?"

The kitten was trying to get down from Sarah's tight embrace.
She must have sniffed the tuna from the can Amina had
opened a short while ago.



"Shira, Shira, where do you want go?" As Sarah was fumbling
with the kitten, she bent her head and the backlight suddenly
was shining on her face. Big brown eyes, sparking with
kindness and curiosity, very much like the creature she was
carrying.

Shira jumped down from Sarah's arms, slipped between
Amina's legs and was running into the kitchen.

"I am so sorry! Shira Shira ta ta ta come here. You naughty
kitten come here." Sarah called in vain.

Amina said, "Shira is lovely! But I am not very good with cats.
I guess you have tocomein.".

Sarah said, "I guessIdo."

Sarah stepped in and Amina closed the door behind them. Her
eyes fell on the jacket that she was about to wear. What a
strange and eventful evening! She still had her knife hidden
behind her back but now she eased up and tried to find a
chance to putit down somewhere before Sarah or Shira notice
itand become freaked out.

Title: Intimacy

Shira was sniffing the tuna and Sarah sat in the kitchen
cuddling her. Amina felt like running her fingers through the
curls of this kind stranger whom she was a out to threaten
with a knife.

"Fear limits the heart indeed." Amina thought and smiled to
herself, before entering the kitchen to meet the new
neighbour.

Who knows! This could be the woman of her dreams, after all.

[End of Episode 1. To be continued with Episode 2: “Thoughts
become Things"]

B Aulic (she/her) is a writer of 3 worlds against
heteronorms, racial capital, and ethnocentrism. She
is a full-time writer, part-time traveler and
educator, navigating fiction, songscape, and creative
non-fiction. Twitter@Aulic_Anamika

Description: As a demisexual person, I have often experienced that platonic intimacy takes precedence over any other
form of intimacy. What I have tried to show in the painting is that intimacy, for me, involves loving, trusting and caring
about a person, being able to enjoy each other's company, and this does not necessarily involve a sexual relationship.
This kind of intimacy transgresses the boundaries of what we define as romantic relationships.

B Sancharini is a part time doctoral student
and fulltime procrastinator, who also
loves to paint and sing.
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